School of Music Faculty/Staff Newsletter, May 2013 by School of Music,
Illinois State University
ISU ReD: Research and eData
School of Music Faculty Newsletter Music
Spring 5-1-2013
School of Music Faculty Newsletter, May 2013
School of Music
Illinois State University
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/somfn
Part of the Music Commons
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Music at ISU ReD: Research and eData. It has been accepted for inclusion in School of
Music Faculty Newsletter by an authorized administrator of ISU ReD: Research and eData. For more information, please contact ISUReD@ilstu.edu.
Recommended Citation
School of Music, "School of Music Faculty Newsletter, May 2013" (2013). School of Music Faculty Newsletter. 9.
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/somfn/9
M a y  2 0 1 3!
C a m p u s  B o x  5 6 6 0  •  N o r m a l ,  I L  •  6 1 7 9 0 - 5 6 6 0  •  3 0 9 . 4 3 8 . 7 6 3 1
SOM Students Named 
Bone Scholars!
Music Therapy/Performance 
(cello) major Adrienne Boni 
and music minor (saxophone) 
Teresa Finegan have been 
named 2 of 14 Bone Scholars 
for 2013-2014.  The Bone 
Scholarship is the highest 
honor awarded to an ISU 
undergraduate student.  
Please take the opportunity 
to congratulate Adrienne and 
Teresa on their outstanding 
achievement! 
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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):
Oforiwaa Aduonum took students in MUS 216 to Chicago Public Schools on 
April 1 (see photo below) to observe, interact with, teach, and perform for 
students at Peterson Elementary and Mather High in Chicago.  She was also a 
guest dancer and speaker at the student empowerment event at the Brown 
Ballroom, a guest drummer and performer at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 
and a mystery storyteller at Colene Hoose Elementary.  On April 19 she 
presented a conference paper, "Urban Bush Women: Three Decades of  
Choreographing an African Aesthetic" in Toronto, Canada.
Karyl Carlson and the ISU Concert Choir toured the Chicago suburbs April 
11 and 12, visiting 5 high schools and performing a formal concert at 
Southminster Presbyterian Church in Arlington Heights. The concert featured 
the Madrigal Singers and four student conductors:  Caitlin Arnony, Courtney 
MUS 216 students chat with Mather High Orchestra director Chris Smith about the importance of  
adaptation, flexibility, validation, and respect for different learners.
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Hargreaves, Yvette Kovalevsky, and Angie Sylvester.  
Karyl then traveled to New York City to consult with 
New York Oratorio Society conductor Kent Tritle 
regarding preparation of  Benjamin Britten's “War 
Requiem,” attending rehearsals and concerts at 
Carnegie Hall and Avery Fisher Hall.  The Choral 
Collage concert on April 28 presented the Civic 
Chorale, Madrigal Singers, Women's Choir, Men's 
Glee, Belle Voix, Singing Redbirds Children's Choir, 
and Concert Choir. The concert concluded with a 
performance of  "J'ai Ho!" from the movie “Slumdog 
Millionaire,” featuring the Bollywood band 
“Shunya.”
Kevin Hart and the Vibe Tribe is looking forward 
to a summer of  performances throughout the region 
including the “Art, Wine & Jazz Festival” in Manito, 
“Music Under the Stars” at Miller Park in 
Bloomington, “Sounds of  the Connie J. Link 
Amphitheater Summer Concert Series” in Normal, 
“Peoria RiverFront CEFCU Center Stage Jazz 
Series”, and “Uptown Friday Night at Robbie’s” in 
Springfield. Check http://www.kevinhartjazz.com/
performances.htm for dates and times.
Bill Koehler performed two Duo Concerts at ISU 
and IWU entitled “All Ears” - Bill Koehler Double 
Bass, Oud, and David Vayo, Professor of  
Composition IWU, piano, synthesizer, and keyboard 
melodica.  Compositions by Koehler and Vayo 
included  “Andalus” and “Bulerias,” both in the 
Flamenco style, by Koehler; and “Things that Go 
Bump” and “Quantum Flux/Universal Lyre for 
Thoreau and Cowel,” by Vayo.  In addition, “Dror 
Yiqre,” a Sephardic work, “Dark Lady” by Ritchie 
Beirach, the jazz standard “Spring can Really Hang 
You Up the Most,” as well as free improvisations, 
rounded out the programs.  Bill also performed with 
guest artist Dr. Kyle Gregory, trumpet (dear old 
friend and collaborator) and Manpreet Bedi, tabla, 
and Bob McEntryre, percussion, on April 14 in 
Kemp. Concert pieces included “Andalus,” 
“Moment,” “Fidel's Melancholy,” “Safe Passage” - all 
by Koehler,  as well as “Charukeshi,” and free 
improvisations to round out the program.  Dr. 
Gregory spent the past 14 years in Italy as a freelance 
improviser and recording artist.  Also in April, the 
ISU Bass Ensemble performed its annual concert, 
and Bill served as orchestra judge for the ISEA 
organizational contest.  In May, Bill will be 
performing at the University of  Iowa with Jeffrey 
Agrell, Professor of  Horn, and will give a clinic for 
the Lake Zurich Middle School North Orchestra.
Kate Lewis and Adriana Ransom presented the 
second and final concert of  the complete Bach Suites  
for Solo Violoncello at ISU, and followed this with a
performance of  four of  the six suites at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Peoria as part of  the church’s 
concert artist series.  The Faculty String Quartet 
(Sarah Gentry, Kate Lewis, Adriana Ransom, and 
graduate assistant Ramiro Miranda), along with 
graduate piano student Manh Nguyen, presented a 
chamber music concert at the First Presbyterian 
Church of  Fairbury on April 20. The program, 
"Romantic Impressions," featured works of  Liszt, 
Popper, Beethoven, Dvorak, and Ravel.  The 
program was produced with assistance from the 
Illinois Prairie Community Foundation and Horine's 
Pianos Plus.  Kate was also recently elected to the 
national board of  the American Viola Society, for 
which she is very excited!  
Roy Magnuson’s piece, “That Dear Land of  Rest,” 
is being performed by LaCrosse Central High 
School, in LaCrosse, WI on May 12!
Kim McCord presented “Improvisational Thinking 
in Young Gifted Children” at The Improvising Brain 
Symposium, at Georgia State University in April.  
She also toured with the Metcalf  School Orffcats to 
St. Joseph, IL to perform for the school.  The 
Orffcats also performed at Metcalf  with 
undergraduate Joey Fonanetta serving as conductor.  
Kim also reports that undergraduate student Nancy 
O'Neill was funded by the Fulbright Foundation to 
study and teach in Helsinki, Finland at the Resonaari 
School.  Resonaari is a cutting edge school for 
children and adults with developmental disabilities. 
The music teachers and therapists at the school have 
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SAILING
developed an alternative notation system called 
Figure Notes that they use to teach Finnish folk songs 
on traditional instruments and heavy metal rock on 
rock instruments with great success. Nancy will work 
closely with Markku Kaikkonen, a colleague of  
Kim’s, through the Commission on Special Music 
Education, Music Therapy and Music Medicine that 
is a group associated with the International Society 
for Music Education. 
Joshua Russell gave concerto performances in 
Muscatine, IA and in Duluth, MN, as well as a 
masterclass with piano students from the University of 
Minnesota - Duluth. Piano graduate student Treshani 
Perera was recently hired as a collaborative pianist for 
the 2013 Interlochen Summer Music Camp, and 
graduate student Manh Nguyen received Honorable 
Mention at the Southern Illinois Young Artists 
Competition (SIYAO).
Carl Schimmel’s orchestra piece "Woolgatherer's 
Chapbook" was the winner of  the New England 
Philharmonic's Call for Scores, and will be 
programmed by that orchestra for the 2013-2014 
season.  He reminds everyone that he will be on leave 
during 2013-2014 to be with his family, but looks 
forward to returning to campus from time to time 
during the school year.
David Snyder performed as principal horn with
Andre Watts and the Peoria Symphony on April 13, 
and conducted the Central Illinois Youth Symphony 
Brass Ensemble in a performance on the CIYS spring 
concert on April 14.  Professor Snyder also did 14 
outreach lecture/demonstrations to over 180 
elementary students in the Unit 5 school district, and 
will be presenting a research poster of  at the Fifth 
Biennial Colloquium for Teachers of  Instrumental 
Music Methods in Mt. Sterling, OH on May 18.
Justin Vickers was a guest artist at Drake University 
in Des Moines at the beginning of  March, appearing 
in a masterclass and performing the lecture-recital: 
"Britten, Rainier, and Donne: A Silent 'Epilogue' 
Finds its Voice." On the recital, Vickers performed 
Benjamin Britten's World War II-inspired memorial 
work, "The Holy Sonnets of  John Donne" (1945) as 
well as Priaulx Rainier's "Cycle for 
Declamation" (1952); the recital concluded with 
Vickers' performance of  his own transcription of  
Britten's excised "Epilogue" to the cycle. Thereafter, 
Vickers performed Tony Solitro's "War Wedding" 
with pianist R. Kent Cook (IWU) on the Red Note 
New Music Festival, a cycle Vickers commissioned. 
Solitro then spoke to the ISU Opera Practicum class 
about receiving commissions, the development of  
new works with living artists, and how his 
compositional process works. In mid-April, the tenor 
was guest artist for the Britten "War Requiem" at the 
University of  Kentucky in Lexington, for their 
symphony orchestra's 94th Season. Vickers also 
appeared twice at ISU in April, singing Rossini's 
"Stabat Mater" with the ISU Chamber Orchestra, in 
addition to four performances of  the fourth 
movement of  Frank Ticheli's First Symphony with 
the ISU Wind Symphony. In July, Vickers will be 
presenting his paper "Britten's Tradition of  Native 
Opera and the Founding of  the English Opera 
Group" to the "Britten on Stage and Screen" 
centenary conference at the University of  
Nottingham, England. There, Vickers will also sing 
on the lecture-recital "'For Better or Worse': Les 
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Nancy O’Neill teaching in the Chicago Public Schools. 
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Upcoming Events/University Calendar!  
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven will be 
listed on the University Calendar.  Please check 
your events for accuracy and let Peggy know if  
corrections need to be made.  If  your event does not yet 
have a description included, send text to Peggy so that 
she may add it to your event announcement.  
Mamelles de Tirésias at the Aldeburgh Festival, 1958 and 
2012," performing the role of  the Husband in Britten's 
four-hand piano arrangement of  Poulenc's opera. While in 
the UK, Vickers is conducting research at the Britten-
Pears Foundation in Aldeburgh, and also studying 
privately at the Royal Academy of  Music in London with 
noted Scottish tenor Neil Mackie, former protégé of  Peter 
Pears.  On a more personal note, Justin is thrilled to be 
getting married to his fiancé Michael Wolf  on May 11!
Important May and Summer Events
5/11 CFA Commencement @ 7:00 pm 
5/14 Spring grades due @ noon 
6/3   Preview begins
6/14 Marching Arts Weekend begins
6/16 High School Band Camp begins
6/25 ACDA Summer Retreat begins
7/1   Orff  Schulwerk Workshop begins
7/7    Junior High Band Camp begins
7/14  Summer OrchestraFest begins
7/14 Conductor’s Studio begins
7/16 Band Director’s Workshop begins
7/19 Midwest Institute of  Opera begins
7/29 String Project Day Camp begins
Concerts on the Quad
(Monday evenings at 7 pm)
7/1   33rd IL Volunteer Regiment Band
7/8   Tangleweed
7/15 Harpeth Rising
7/22 An Evening of  Jazz
7/29 Singing Under the Stars
Important Fall 2012 Dates
8/12 Orientation for New Faculty begins
8/14 Big Red Marching Machine begins
8/15 Opening CFA and SOM meetings
8/15 Ensemble Auditions begin
8/18 Choral Placement Auditions
8/18 Voice Studio Placement Auditions
8/18 CFA Picnic @ 5:00 pm 
8/19 First Day of  Classes
8/19 String Chair Placement Auditions
9/2   Labor Day
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Thanks for a Great Year!
Thanks to everyone in the School of  Music for a very exciting and 
productive year.  Inspiring, transformational teaching remains the 
centerpiece of  our efforts, and we are reaping the benefits of  your 
hard work. Our concerts and recitals continue to be of  high quality 
and the overall research profile of  both faculty and students remains 
on a positive trajectory.  Due to our rising reputation and diligent 
recruiting, enrollment remains quite stable in spite of  downward 
regional and national trends.  We are obviously disappointed when 
we don’t get every great prospect that we want, but a number of  very 
promising undergraduate and graduate students have committed to be 
with us in the fall.  Here’s to a great end of  the semester, and a 
productive, rejuvenating summer!
Steve P.
